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After two years in the Divine Retreat Centre in Ramsgate, we are mov-
ing to a new venue in 2020: St Cassian’s Centre, Kintbury, in West 
Berkshire, not far from Newbury. It is a retreat centre established by 
the De La Salle Brothers, and looks after many school groups. The his-
toric house (once a school), surrounded by well-kept grounds and love-
ly countryside, is comfortable and meets all modern standards. 
 

In St Cassian’s we will 
continue our tradition of 
lessons in catechism 
and different aspects of 
Catholic thought and 
culture, activities, devo-
tions, and the traditional 
Catholic liturgy. 
 

Our decision not to re-
turn to the Divine Re-
treat Centre was made 
for us, since they told us 
that they were not able 
to accommodate us in 2020. This was, however, in the context of a number of con-
cerns we had raised with them about the safety of the buildings, hygiene, and food. 
We had the impression that Thanet District Council’s Environmental Health offic-
ers were more appreciative of our comments, and following their visits improve-
ments have, we are told, been made. 
 

We had expected the Divine Retreat Centre, which is very new, to have improved 
various aspects of the site and their catering since our visit in 2018. We were     
disappointed to find that this was not the case, and that some things had actually 
deteriorated.  
 

We are delighted, therefore, to be going to St Cassian’s this year, and we are sure 
that staff and students will be pleased with it. There is room for the sort of num-

Top: Fr Southwell enrolling candidates with the Brown Scapular in Aylesford Priory.   

Bottom: pupils perform a Dorothy Sayers radio play on the life of Christ. 



bers we have had in recent years, but there will 
be a cap on numbers, so please bear that in mind. 
 

Notwithstanding our concerns, we had a very 
successful Summer School in 2019, which was 
our largest for many years. 
 

Once again we were able to use the lovely Shrine 
Church of St Augustine in Ramsgate, where we 
celebrated Sung or High Masses each day, and 
also had daily Compline, Benediction, and Sta-
tions of the Cross. We made a pilgrimage to 
Aylesford Priory, where after a Sung Mass many 
of the children were enrolled in the Brown Scap-

ular in the chapel which houses a relic of St Si-
mon Stock, the Carmelite friar to whom the 
promises were made by Our Lady. 
 

A number of the servers were also enrolled in the 
Society of St Tarcisius, the servers’ sodality es-
tablished by the Latin Mass Society. 
 

Our final Mass in Ramsgate included polyphonic 
motets sung by the children. 
 

It was a very edifying week for all concerned, 
with old and new faces among the children and 
the staff. We look forward to seeing many of 

them again in Kintbury. 
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In 2019 we were again at the 
Oratory School for the Family 
Retreat, led by Fr Konrad Loe-
wenstein and Fr Seth Phipps, 
both of the Fraternity of St Pe-
ter. 

Alongside the retreat was the usual 
Chant Training Weekend organised by 

Fr Christopher Basden, parish priest, celebrates High Mass in St Augustine’s, Ramsgate, during the Summer School. 

Procession out of the St Augustine’s at the end of Mass. 



the Gregorian Chant Network. 

It was a beautiful event, and over the years the Family 
Retreats have provided spiritual support for           
retreatants and created and have deepened important 
social connections between families. 

Nevertheless, numbers at our Family Retreats have 
been in decline for some years. Whereas the Summer 
School has attracted more and more families over the 
last five years or so, this is not so with the Retreat. 
We have concluded that it is no longer meeting such 
an important need as it was in its earlier years, and 
have with some regret decided to discontinue it. 

Many readers I am sure will treasure, as I do, memo-
ries of Family Retreats over the years, at which we 
were able to combine the ancient liturgy celebrated 
with solemnity, and with singing of the highest stand-
ards, with a truly family-friendly atmosphere: some-
thing many in the Church would no doubt think im-
possible. 

Photos, from top: Stations of the Cross led by Fr Loewenstein during the Family Retreat at the Oratory School; Holy Communion 

at Mass in the Family Retreat; Fr Andrew Southwell blesses a catafalque during a Requiem Mass during the Summer School. 

There are 
other 
events 
involving 
the Tradi-
tional 
Mass, 
however, 
in which 
many of 
us are 
involved, 
where 
demand 
continues 
to chal-
lenge 
supply, 
and I recommend these to readers’s attention: the train-
ing events of the Society of St Tarcisius, the Sewing 
Retreats of the Guild of St Clare (now twice a year), 
and the Latin Mass Society’s Priest Training Confer-
ence, taking place this year in Theodore House, Stony-
hurst, Lancashire BB7 9PT, in April. 

In particular, the Latin Mass Society’s residential 
Latin Course, which for a long time shared a venue 
with the SCT Summer School, will take place this year 
in Savio House, near Macclesfield, 17th to 24th August.  

The Latin Mass Society’s Walking Pilgrimage to 

Walsingham has become something of a reunion for 
families involved in the Summer School, and will take 
place this year from the 27th to 30th August. 

All these events can be booked through the LMS 
website: www.lms.org.uk 


